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Down From the Mount 


By Ruth Margaret Gibbs 
O ON with courage from this moun- 


taintop— 
There may be storms before you, toil, 
and night, 
There may be shadows, valleys dark 
with fear; 
But go with courage, daring to do 
right, 
Remembering you have walked in, 
radiance here. 
Go on with faith, from this triumphant 
hour— 
Though you would linger, do not count 
’ the cost 


But go with Christ beside you, that His 


grace 
Living in you may touch and win the 
lost; 
Remember, you have looked upon His 
face. 
w 


Things To Remember 
About Guidance 


Every yielded Christian wants to 
know God’s will for his life. But it 
usually takes much prayer and careful 
thought to discover it. Many are familiar 
with the plan followed by George Muel- 
ler. It is briefly mentioned in a very 
good message for prospective mission- 
aries by Robert G. Burns, deputation 
director’ of the Association of Baptists 
for World Evangelism, and Mr. Burns 
adds some wise words of his own. He 
writes: “It was George Mueller who 





used a formula to ascertain the Lord’s 
will which we believe to be both Scrip- 
tural and sensible. In substance he 
wrote that there were three factors by 
which he determined the Lord’s will, 
namely, the Word of God, prayer, and 
circumstances. No one of these alone is 
sufficient for guidance, but rather the 
three evidences pointing in the -same 
direction. Bible study alone, without 
prayer, will produce a Pharisee. Prayer 
alone, without. a knowledge of God's 
Word, will produce a fanatic. Using cir- 
cumstances alone for guidance, without 
the Bible and prayer, will produce a 
fatalist.”1 The need for keeping in mind 
both what the Word says and what God 
can do was emphasized by the Lord 
Jesus in one of His replies to the Sad- 
ducees. “Jesus answered and said unto 
them, Ye do err, not knowing the scrip- 
tures, nor the power of God” (Matt. 22: 
29). We need both in our Christian life: 
as wide a knowledge of the Bible as we 
can possibly gain during our lifetime, 
and a constant remembrance of the 
- power of God. These will be like hedges 
or guide posts on either side of our path- 
way, to keep us from going off on a 
tangent or becoming discouraged and 
feeling that our tasks are impossible. 
Mr. Burns goes on to say: “As we daily 
feed upon God’s Word and fellowship 
with Him in prayer, He will through 
His Word and the inner prompting of 


: 5 

His Holy Spirit and the arrangement of 
our circumstances lead us into the 
knowledge of His will for our lives. Be 
assured that we'll tot hear God's call 
in a verse picked at random from the 
Bible. He is not likely to speak to us 
during a hasty five-minute prayer ses- 
sion in the morning or a sleepy sentence 
prayer before retiring. Nor will His call 
come to us while we are indulging in 
some worldly pastime or pleasure, so- 
called.” A recent candidate for another 
mission was asked how she got guid- 
ance from the Lord, and she replied that 
it usually came to her in her regular 
daily reading of the Bible. Few thought- 
ful Christians will argue that it is a very 
simple matter to learn the Lord’s will 
in particular cases, for many factors are 
involved. Doubtless the Lord so ordains 
it, in order that we may be conscious 
of our weakness and look to Him con- 
tinually for guidance. Since God loves 
and pities His children as a father, surely 
we can trust-Him to guide us just as 
an earthly father would give instruc- 
tions to a child who asked him for them. 
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him” (Jas. 1:5). 


1From ‘So You Are Going To Be a Mis- 
Ssionary,.” Association of Baptists for World 
Evangelism, 1304 Sthaff Bidg., 1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia 2; 10 cents. 
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Apocalyptic Munitions 
Translated and abridged by Ernest Gordon 
The following editorial is adapted from Jerusalem, monthly organ of 


the Messianic Jewish Movement, which appears in French, German, 
and English. The English edition is published by the Jerusalem Fel- 


lowship, 17 Hingham Rd., Tottenham, 
purposely no organization. 


London, N.W. This movement has — 


Its leader, or better its leading figure, 


Abram Poljak, constantly moves about the European continent preach- 
ing the coming of Christ and His Messianic Kingdom (address, care 
of M. Pierre Diebold, 2 Rue de la Paix, Maizeville, France). 

I have translated literally with some abridgement, leaving respon- 
sibility for the technical statements to M. Opitz, who seems familiar 


with nuclear physics. 


One characteristic of this movement seems to 


be the high intellectual quality of those within it who write for it.— 


Ernest Gordon. 


ish leader, believes the Revela- 
tion to John to be the history of 
our times: “It relates events occurring 
not only on earth but in the beyond, 
and shows us that all that is developing 


A BRAM Poljak, the Messianic Jew- 





on the earth is but the consequence of 
what is happening in heavenly places. 
“The unseen world is as real as our 
terrestrial and visible earth. In this un- 
seen world, in the lower reaches of the 
heavenlies, *war is being waged as on 
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earth. We read in Revelation 12:7-12, 
‘And there was war in heaven, Michael 
and his angels fought against the dragon; 
and the dragon fought and his angels 

This is novel interpretation. It finds 
support in an essay in ‘Jerusalem, the 
‘Hebrew-Christian publication, by Gérard 
Opitz, entitled, “The Arms of ‘Modern 
War in the Light of the Prophecies.” 
He writes: 

“Among the clear affirmations of 
Scripture is the decl#ration that the his- 
tory of humanity, before the return of 
the Lord, will end in great catastrophic 
judgments, Thus we read in Luke 21:26, 
‘Men’s hearts failing’ them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth: for the powers 
of heaven shall be shaken.’ 

“The present time is full of the noise 
of war-preparations, of anguish which 
modern warfare provokes, of possible 
defense, and the like. What is most 
surprising is that all prominent in pub- 
lic life and all military leaders in both 
East and West look for no good to come 
from such a war. There will be neither 
victor nor vanquished, only survivors. 

“Is not that extraordinary? Is it not 
an indication that heads of nations, as 
well as individuals, have lost free will? 
They seem to be delivered to a chain 
of events contrary to their will. They 
dre obliged to bring about that which 
all agree will be nought else than de- 
struction. Does this not witness that 
they are on the way to judgment? 

“The Eternal Ged is preparing days 
for a new and terrible judgment of 
humanity. | 

“What is this anguish, this strange 
anxiety, which agitates the hearts of 
men today: Have there not always been 
wars and preparation for wars? 

“Yes, but what is new today is [the 
foregleam of the fulfillment of the 
prophecy] the saying, ‘The stars shall 
fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken’ (Matt. 24:29). 

“According to my understanding of 
Scripture, these passages have a spe- 
cific meaning for our time. -What are 
the powers of heaven? They are forces 
which up to now have not acted on our 
earthly sphere but which are active in 
the stars, in our sun, in a word, in the 
radiation of heavenly bodies. These 
forces, these reserves of energy, are 
called nuclear energy, that is, they re- 
sult from the mutation of atoms into 
other atoms—for our sun the mutation 
of helium into hydrogen. 

“The characteristics of these mutations 
is that the energy liberated by them is 
infinitely greater than that of the 
sources of energy hitherto known on 
earth. Comparison of energy liberated 
by atomic fission with explosives of 
World War I (trinitrotoluol) is com- 
monly made. Weight being equal, the 
fission of uranium liberates a million 
times more. And these modifications of 
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atom structure are accompanied with ef- 
fects absolutely new to our terrestrial 
world. ' 

“We find in the Bible accounts of many 
consequences of atomic activity which, 
as I understand it, describe with great 
clearness what is impending. The rea- 
son for the fear which has taken hold 
of hearts today appears to be grounded 
on the fact that mutations in atoms, up 
to our time exterior to terrestrial space, 
can by the acceleration of neutrons 
reach our planet. They will engender 
artificial stars which, on falling to earth, 
will liberate power for destruction 
hitherto unknown. 

“Further such ‘stars’ will be accom- 
panied by parallel manifestations such 
as the penetrating power of gamma rays 
and the harmful effects of clouds of 
isotopes, not to speak of destruction by 
fire, by’ melting, by vaporization, by 
tempests of flame. When one reflects 
on the entirely new technique of long 
distance projectiles, paralleling in ef- 
fectiveness the explosives—giant rockets, 
higher than ten-story buildings and 
directed to distant continents, the an- 
guish of our epoch becomes understand- 
able. But what saith Scripture? 

“In Genesis 8:21, God said to Noah, 
‘I will ‘not again curse the ground any 
more for man’s sake; for the imagina- 
tion of man’s heart is evil from his 
youth. Neither will I again smite any 
more everything living, as I have done.’ 

“This word of the Eternal is valid to- 
day and tells us that a new deluge, or 
an atomic conflagration, according to 
sensational reports, cannot be. The 
earth, in the measure expressed by the 
Word of God, will survive the terrible 
judgments evoked by the scientific tech- 
nique of a demonic humanity. All that 
will come on man is found essentially 
in the Revelation given by the Lord 
Jesus to the Apostle John. 

“But let us return to what the Bible 
calls ‘the powers of the heavens.’ Men 
call them today fission, chain reaction, 
the atomic bomb. It has pleased God to 
give to scientists, with an insatiable 
thirst for new discoveries, the key to 
immeasurable energy. 

“The single bomb of Hiroshima was 
equal to twenty massive attacks with a 
thousand bombs of TNT. In a few thou- 
sandths of a second after the release 
of this one bomb, a ball of fire formed 
an incandescent mass of gas 300 meters 
in diameter, reaching a temperature of 
a million degrees. The light of this. ball 
of fire was, at a distance of a kilometer, 
2,000 degrees greater than that of. the 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Believe in the Lord your God, 
so shall ye be established; believe 
his prophets, so shall ye prosper” 
(2 Chron. 20:20). , 
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sun. Consumed in six seconds, it gave 
out penetrating gamma rays which de- 
Stroyed 15,000 men in Hiroshima. What 
was agonizing was that the victim 
touched by death felt at first only a 
passing discomfort but died two or three 
weeks later of a frightful death by the 
total dissolution of his blood. Metal 
buildings were melted, trees uprooted, 
all life destroyed. .. . 

“An improved form of the uranium 
bomb, using an isotope of plutonium, 
has a destructive power six times greater 
and equivalent to 120,000 tons of TNT. 
Its ball of fire has a temperature of two 


(Continued on page 1064) 








Notes on Open Letters 
How Old Is Premillennialism? 


I am writing to you concerning the 
“Notes on Open Letters” in the issue 
of November 20, entitled “Tired of 
Dispensationalism,” by a Pennsylvania 
reader. He quotes something from . 
Lange’s Commentary, concerning the 
theory of postmillennialism, which, he 

» Says, was until recently “the one the- 
ory most generally adopted by Eng- 
lish-speaking Protestant theologians.” 

This was written in 1874. I have 
had this commentary for fifty-two 
years, and E. R, Craven, D.D., was the 
American editor [of the volume on 
Revelation}. He sets before us the 
Preterist theories and the Futurist 
theories. Of the Futurist theories he 
states something concerning the pre- 
millennial and also the postmillennial 
theory. The Pennsylvania reader 
failed to quote anything of the pre- 
millennial theory. I will quote a few 
lines concerning it: “This theory, as 
to its general features, is the most 
ancient. It was held by the primitive 
Fathers, and has been taught with 
various specific modifications in all 
ages of the church. Amongst its most 
prominent English-speaking advocates, 
in modern times, are Mede, Caryll, 
Gill, Noell, Elliott, the Bickersteths, 
the Bonars, Alford, Lord, etc.” The 
Pennsylvania reader did not finish the 
quotation, which states that the post- 
millennial theory “was first fully de- 
veloped by Whitby.” 

I will state that we know that in 
the latter part of the nineteenth cen- 
tury and in this twentieth century 
so far the greatest Bible preachers and 
evangelists and Bible expositors be- 
lieve in the premillennial coming of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. .. . Thank God 
for the blessed hope. ,I believe His 
coming is near.—Anothér Pennsylvania 
reader, 

The Editor appreciates this added in- 
formation from another interested Penn- 
sylvania reader of the Times. The 
Tres has in its editorial library a set 
of the twenty-five volumes of the valu- 
able Lange’s Commentary, and finds on 
page 346 of the last volume the quota- 

(Continued on page 1075) 
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I. A Study of thecLond’s) Prayer 


Facing some of the difficulties 





would rob us of the use of the 

Lord’s Prayer. It is said to be 
not “Christian” but “Jewish.” It tis a 
prayer to.be prayed during the Great 
Tribulation, so we ‘are told! Certain 
petitions in it are out of order and out 
of place in this Christian dispensation; 
hence, some tell us not to use it! 

But this prayer was given to the dis- 
ciples twice; it was repeated by the Lord; 
it was given on another occasion, under 
different circumstances, and with .varia- 
tions. If there is a dispensational bias 
to it in Matthew's Gospel, there is none 
in Luke’s. Some say that the wording 
of the introduction of it in Matthew sug- 
gests that we are not to use its actual 
words. But the words of the introduc- 
tion to the prayer will not bear that 
out. In Matthew (6:9) it says, “After 
this manner therefore pray ye”; in Luke 
(11:2) it says, “When ye pray, say”; then 
the actual words to be used are given. 

An old writer says about this prayer: 
“That this matchless prayer was given 
not only as a model, but as a form, 
might be concluded from its very nature. 
Did it consist only of hints or directions 


A N EXTREME dispensationalism 


for prayer, it could only be used as a. 


directory; but seeing it is an actual 
prayer—designed, indeed, to show how 
much real prayer could be compressed 
into the fewest words, but still, as a 
prayer, only the more incomparable for 
that—it is strange that there should be 
a doubt whether we ought to pray that 
very prayer.” ; 


If This Is a “Dispensational Prayer” 

If this prayer is a “dispensational 
prayer,” then we have no use for some 
of the great expositions of it. Adolph 
Saphir, a master in Israel and a Hebrew- 
Christian, wrote a most excellent treatise 
on it. In his book on “The Lord’s 
Prayer” he calls it “a precious legacy 
to His Church.” The famous English 
exegete, G. Camphell Morgan, wrote on 
this prayer, as also did Andrew Murray, 
who says it is “a form of prayer that 
becomes the model and inspiration for 
all other prayer, and yet always draws 
us back to itself as the deepest utterance 
of our souls before God.” This is surely 
a way of saying that the Lord’s Prayer 
should be prayed by Christians now. 

It will be well for us to look at the 
so-called “dispensational aspects” of this 
prayer. They are said to be the follow- 
ing petitions: “Thy kingdom come”; 
“Forgive us ... as we forgive”; “Lead 
us not into temptation”; “But deliver us 
from evil.” Extreme dispensationalism 


says that these petitions belong to the 
Great Tribulation period and that to 
pray them is out of order! A compari- 


There are a few Christians who be- 
lieve that the prayer generally 
called “The Lord’s Prayer” is not 
intended for this present age. It is 
one of those points of interpreta- 
tion on which Christians differ, but 
which should not make a division 
among them and to which the words 
of the Apostle Paul may well be 
applied, “Let every man be fully 
persuaded in his own mind” (Rom. 
14:5). The Editors are glad to pre- 
sent to Times readers a very thought- 
ful discussion of The Lord’s Prayer 
by Dr. Arthur Petrie of the faculty 
of the Simpson Bible Institute, 
Seattle, Wash. and one of the 
contributing editors of Prophecy 
Monthly. This is the first of three 
articles, taken from a booket by Dr. 
Petrie, which is published at 25 cents 
a copy by the Ameritan Prophetic 
League, Box 41-198, Eagle Rock, Los 
Angeles. The remaining articles 
will appear in the issues of January 
1 and 8. 








son of these petitions with the prayer in 
Luke (11:1-4) will show that they are 
repeated with slight variations and 
omissions, but they are not serious 
enough to allow us to reject the one in 
Matthew ‘6:9-13), and accept the one in 
Luke. If we accept one, we must accept 
the other. 

“Thy kingdom come.” Shall we not 
pray this today and every day? Must 
this petition wait the time when it is 
prayed by Jewish believers, or “tribu- 
lation saints”? After quoting the words, 
“Thy kingdom come,” Seiss says: “So 
have all Christians ever prayed. Such 
is the theme of all true supplication, as 
it looks out over futurity, and utters the 
spirit of faith and hope. . . . This is 
verily the sum and substance of all sup- 
plication, the very crown and goal of 
all holy prayer.” It is for the coming 
of this kingdom that “the saints have 
never ceased to pray.” 

“Forgive us ... as we forgive.” This 
petition is said to be out of order now 
because it states in Ephesians (4:32) 
that we are to forgive “one another, 
even as God for Christ’s sake hath for- 
given you.” But the word used in Mat- 
thew is clearly in the past tense, and 
Should read “as we also have forgiven 
our debtors” (Gk. A.S.V.). Therefore 
it shows that the suppliant comes before 
God free from an unforgiving spirit. And 
it is this spirit that the Lord wishes His 
people to have when they come to pray, 
for it is the one thing which He re- 
peated after He had given the prayer. 





By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


(See Matt. 6:14, 15.) And on another 
occasion He insisted on our having this 
spirit, especially at the place of prayer. 
“And when ye stand praying, forgive, 
if ye have ought against any: that your 
Father also which is in heaven may 
forgive your trespasses” (Mark 11:25). 
We often hear it quoted, “To err is hu- 
man; to forgive divine.” It would also 
seem from the teaching of the Lord that 
to forgive is Christian. It is when we 
have this spirit that “God sees His own 
image reflected in His own forgiving 
children; but to ask God for what we 
ourselves refuse to men is to insult 
Him.” How then can we refuse to use 
the Lord’s Prayer on the supposed 
ground that this petition is not for us 
today? ’ 

“Lead us .not into temptation.” This 
petition is said to look forward to the 
Great Tribulation into which the pe- 
titioner prays not to be led! But the 
wording of the text does not mean that 
special “temptation” or “trial.” It clearly 
means any and all temptations. 


A Special or General Temptation? 

This petition has been linked up with 
the “temptation” ‘mentioned in Revela- 
tion (3:10): “Because thou hast kept the 
word of my patience, J also will keep 
thee from the hour of temptation, which 
shall come upon all the world, to try 
them that dwell upon the earth.” Now 
there is quite a difference in these two 
Scriptures. The one in Revelation marks 
eff a special “temptation,” whereas the 
one in Matthew is general and means 
any atany time. The plain fact is that the 
definite article “the” (Gk.) appears in 
Revelation, and it is used twice; whereas 
in Matthew there is no definite article 
before the word “temptation.” Of course 
that makes all the difference and takes 
away the claim of those who teach that 
this petition of the Lord’s Prayer should 
not be used by Christians now. If I 
may offer a free translation of the words 
of Revelation, it is as follows: “I also 
will keep thee out of the hour of the 
temptation, the one which is about to 
come upon the whole inhabited world.” 
The absence of the definite article in 
and before the word “temptation” in 
Matthew (6:13), shows that this petition 
is not to be saved till that time .comes, 
but is to be used now, and every day. 

“But deliver us from evil.” This is 
the last petition of the Lord’s Prayer 
which is said to belong to the coming 
tribulation period. It is part of the other 
petition, “Lead us not into temptation,” 
and just as Christians have every right 
to pray that, so they need to pray this 
last at all times. It is said that this 
last petition is the special prayer of 
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those living in the end-times; that they 
are to pray to be delivered from those 
terrible times. - But that is*to rob this 
petition of its present use. It may be 
stated that the word “evil” here does 
have the definite article before it, and 
may therefore read, “But deliver us from 
the Evil One.” But that would not make 
it refer to the message in Revelation, 
thereby putting off its use till then, The 


Are You Well Fed? 
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Evil One, Satan, is.the constant enemy 
of Christians, ahd he “walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 
5:8). We therefore need to use this 
petition daily. 

May the Lord direct us into a right 
use of this prayer, and since He put the 
word “daily” in it, may it be one we 
shall constantly and reverently use. 

(To be continued) 





Helps toward a steady and healthful diet of spiritual food 


OOD is essential to health and well- 
being, and most people build their 

lives around three good meals a day. 
In warfare, as Napoleon long ago ob- 
served, an army “marches on its stom- 
ach,” and one of the main enemy strate- 
gies is to cut the supply lines. 

In the spiritual realm, the importance 
of food applies just as surely, but how 
many people build their lives around even 
one good “meal” a day? We live in an 
age of spiritual “snacks”—often few and 
far between—and the sad thing is that 
we can become appallingly accustomed 
to this lack. We get used to doing with- 
out, or with very little, or with poor 
and diluted fare, and the Enemy is ever 
busy to kéep us satisfied with this— 
or to cut the supply lines altogether. 
Is it any wonder then that, in many 
instances, Christians are weak and un- 
stable, unable to give “a reason of the 
hope” that is in them, 'a ready target 
for all the wiles and “fiery darts of the 
wicked,” instead of living the happy, 
healthy, fruitful, triumphant lives that 
God intends for His children? Today we 
live in a time of rare opportunity—and 
in the thick of battle! Never befére 
was it so necessary that we be well fed 
with that ‘spiritual food which God has 
lovingly provided for us. 

For seventy-five years, the Scripture 
Union has helped thousands to an ade- 
quate daily “diet,” by providing a simple 
and inexpensive method of regular, sys- 
tematic Bible readings, which in five 
years take the reader through the whole 
Bible (with some few omissions for 
younger readers) — something which 
many otherwise helpful devotional 
booklets fail to do. In this way, the 
reader covers the whole message of 
Scripture, and may thus enter into all 
the riches and delights of God’s inspired 
Word. 

Scripture Union Membership Cards 
list the daily Bible readings for a year. 
These fall into three series, (1) General 
or standard portions, averaging twelve 
to fifteen verses day; (2) Junior or 
Shorter portions—five to nine verses a 
day, being simpler passages for children; 
(3) Bible study portions—roughly a 
chapter a day (with no omissions), for 
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those who wish to make a deeper daily 
study of the Scriptures. Books of the 
Old and New Testaments are read alter- 
nately, thus maintaining a happy balance. 
The cards of readings are printed in 
approximately one hundred languages, 
and over a million members, of different 
races and denominations, use these vari- 
ous schemes, ‘ 

For those who wish notes to explain 
the Bible passages each day, several 
series are provided, compiled for all ages 
and stages (see list which follows.) These 
notes are written by men of God, who 
bring to readers a wealth of Bible study 
and Christian experience. For example, 
commencing in January, the “Daily 
Notes” will be written bythe eminent 
Bible exponent, Dr. W. Graham Scroggie. 
Each booklet contains two months’ por- 
tions, and these are mailed to subscribers 
well before they are required for con- 
tinuous reading. “Nothing has helped 


me so much, since my conversion five . 


years ago, to understand the Book, as 
the “Daily Notes” which are so faithfully 
sent me bimonthly, and in plenty of 
time,” writes one of many readers. 

A new series, just coming off the press, 
which is proving exceedingly popular 
with tiny tots, their panents, and Sun- 
day school teachers of the Primary De- 
partment, is “Honeycombs,” for the 
under-sevens. Each illustrated booklet 
provides a month’s daily Bible readings, 
and, in due time, twelve of these will 
cover a year’s coursé. The first four 
issues are now available, (15 cents per 
copy.) 

A by-product of the Scripture Union, 
to meet the demand for good Christian 
literature, is the publishing of maga- 
zines and books for children and young 
people. In all of these the Gospel mes- 
sage is clearly -woven into good stories 
that captivate the interest of the readers, 
and some have been used of the Lord 
to their conversion. All are reasonably 
priced and are especially suitable for 
*Sunday schools for rewards, and the 
like. 

All these services have come into ex- 
istence at the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, and: meet a very real need of 
our day. May the Lord bring home to 
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all of us the emergency of the hour, 
which demands that all His children 
should know their God and know His 
Word; that they, be not babes “tossed 
to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine,” but grow up “unto 
a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ,” and as 
good soldiers prove “more than con- 
querors” in all things. = 

If you are conscious of a lack in this 
area of your life, a slipping up on your 
spiritual “meals,” and would appreciate 
help—or if you have friends who need 
guidance in reading the Word, that they 
may become “wise unto salvation,” why 
not write to the Scripture Union (North 
American Division), 3 Cawthra Square, 
Toronto 5, Canada, for information, or, if 
you prefer, just choose your helps from 
the following list and enclose your re- 
mittance, and your order will be sent 
you promptly. 

General Portions 

“Daily Notes”—devotional helps for 
adults, $1 a year. 

“Daily Bread”—simpler devotional notes 
for young’and old, $1 a year. 

“Key Notes”—for readers of eleven to 
fifteen years, 85 cents a year. 

“Junior Notes”—brief,,simple notes for 
the under-elevens, 80 cents a year. 

“Quest Notes”—interesting outlines for 
eleven to fifteen years, 80 cents a year. 

Study Portions 

“Bible Study Notes”—expository notes 
for those desiring serious Bible study, $1 
a year, 

Membership only, including card of 
readings—Senior,: 10 cents; Junior, 5 
cents. 

TorONTO, CAN. 
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Apocalyptic Munitions 
(Continued from second page) 


hundred million degrees and a diameter 
of two kilometers. It would reduce 
stones to Vapor. The radioactive dust 
following destroys certain organs of the 
body. 

“Our hearts are profoundly moved by 
these things when we read what the 
Prophet Zechariah (14:12) wrote regard- 
ing the days of the end: 

“‘Their flesh shall consume away 
while they stand upon their feet, and 
their eyes shall consume away in their 
{eye] holes, and their tongue shall con- 
sume away in their mouth.’ 

“When we read what the Apocalypse 
tells us of the judgments which the Lord 
will permit to come on humanity, we 
recognize these modern arms. Multi- 
tudes will die because all water is pol- 
luted, by radioactive bitterness. All 
that is green will be consumed. What 
will not be the intensity of those tem- 
pests which the explosion of atomi¢ 
bombs will unchain on the seas, destroy- 
ing a third of the ships. It is impossible 






















voae vv 


, oe S 














Lesson for January 2 


to recount here all the military phe- 
nomena which visibly agree with the 
descriptions of the Prophet John. 
“Finally, some words on long range 
arms. According to press information, 
giant rockets are being prepared to 
carry atomic bombs from one continent 
to another. These bombs will fall from 
a height of up to 100,000 meters. Radar 
cannot detect them, neither the most 


_ rapid airman, flying 3,000 kilometers an 


hour and provided with all manner of 
automatic devices of detection and de- 
struction. These stars will fall from 
heaven with no possibility of restrain- 


ing them, directed as they are by the 
hand of divine judgment. } 

“What can we conclude? Shall we 
be in terror or seek to defend ourselves 
with counter devices and electronic 
brains? 

“No, we are to seek salvation only 
from the Lord our God, for He alone 
can save. ‘Watch ye therefore, and 
pray always, that’ ye may be accounted 
worthy to escapé all these things that 
shall come to pass, and to stand before 
the Son of man’ (Luke 21:36). Then 
we can lift up our heads, for our re- 
demption draweth nigh.” 


Getting To Know the Parents 


How one teacher helps her pupils by becoming 
better acquainted with their fathers and mothers 


T IS important for parents and Sun- 

day school teachers to work together. 
This fact was brought home to me when 
I first began teaching a Primary class. 
One of my nine pupils was little Johnny 
Cullen, and, unlike the other boys and 
girls; Johnny, from the start, withdrew 
completely to himself, refusing to sing 
the Gospel songs or take part in our 
coloring work. He acted like a boy who 
was being punished and Sunday school 
was the punishment. He sulked si- 
lently for three Sundays in a row. 

I called upon Johnny’s mother and 
found her to be a charming young 
woman, happy and smiling. Her hus- 
band was a salesman of farm equipment 
who was away on business all week, 
arriving home on Saturday and remain- 
ing there over Sunday. I told Mrs. Cul- 
len that Johnny didn’t like Sunday 
school and she appeared surprised. 

“Johnny has never said that he doesn’t 
like Sunday school,” she declared. 

The little boy walked into the room 
at that moment. Going straight to his 
mother, he looked defiantly at me, and 
said, “I don’t like going to Sunday school 
‘cause Mom and Dad are home having 
a good time.” 

Mrs. Cullen was shocked. Since her 
husband was away on business all week, 
she had felt that Johnny’s father should 
have a complete day of leisure, sleeping 
late, reading the papers, playing golf, 
or doing whatever he pleased. Johnny, 
in his childish way, assumed he was 
being punished by being sent to Sunday 
school alone, and not being allowed to 
share his parents’ Sunday morning 
leisure. 

The child’s confession brought both 
Mr. and Mrs. Cullen to our adult Bible 
class, held during the same hour as the 
Sunday school. Johnny promptly be- 
came a model student. ° 

Knowing a boy or a girl’s parents is 
important to every teacher. That is 


why I make. a practice of inviting 


By IRMA HEGEL 


mothers and fathers to my classes on 
alternate Sundays. I do not give a 
mother and father the role of a polite 
onlooker. I let them share in the chil- 
dren’s program. Every mother and 
father has something to give the chil- 
dren if you take the time to question 
them beforehand. A father who had 
been a tourist in Jerusalem once brought 
us one of the crowns made of thorns 
that are sold for a few pennies by the 
children living in the East. 
during Passion Week, and my small 
pupils were both sobered and excited 
to touch a crown similar to the one their 
Lord Jesus had worn. Another father, 
who was an automobile mechanic, told 
my children a simple story of how he 
had lied as a little boy and then he 
related a true yet humorous experience 
in his life that had taught him the wis- 
dom of telling the truth. 
* One mother, during the pre-Christmas 
season, brought Christmas cards that she 
had made from old ones and she showed 
the boys and girls the fascinating way 
in which to do it. While I was teaching 
a Junior class, we even had a grand- 
mother-visitor who showed the children 
a Bible game she had played as a child. 
She had cut out the illustrations of the 
story of King Solomon and the Queen 
of Sheba, our particular lesson for that 
day. First she told the children the 
story of the famous visit, then she said 
the pictures of the story were hidden 
about the room and she wanted the chil- 
dren to collect the pictures and place 
them in their proper story-telling order. 
We had a long table in our classroom, 
and the children enthusiastically found 
the pictures and placed them in perfect 
sequence on the table. To them, it was 
like putting a puzzle together, and they 
enjoyed every moment of this educa- 
tional playtime. 

I believe when parents observe their 
children in the classroom, they come into 
a new appreciation of the Sunday school 


This was: 
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and what it is trying to do. We have, 
from time to time, had small group 
meetings of mothers at my home. A 
program for Easter might be coming up, 
and so I informally phone three or four: 
mothers of my pupils and ask them to 
help me. Over tea and home-baked 
cake, we talk about the children, who 
could do this best or that. When the 
gathering is confined to a small group, 
the mothers speak freely. Problems 
are aired and many good sugges- 
tions made. I can hear teachers saying 
that their week’s schedule is already 
crowded by lesson preparation’ and 
teachers’ meetings, that they have no 
time for these social niceties. I am 
fully aware that most of us Sunday 
school teachers hold full-time .jobs, or 
work just as fully in our homes, caring 
for our families. Yet these informal 
group meetings aid a teacher in innu- 
merable ways. She sees her students in 
a new light through their mothers’ eyes, 
She learns: of talents and skills. She 
hears new ideas. If there are problems, 
they can be discussed. Teaching is team- 
work, not only with the children but 
with their parents. ° 

Get to know the parents of your. pupils. 
Call on them. Invite them to the Sun- 
day school room. Meet them informally 
in small groups when the opportunity 
presents itself. You will be a better 
teacher and you will better understand 
your pupils, helping them to a fuller 
Christian life. 

AKRON, OHIO. 
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Life in Mummy Wheat Is Denied 
by Science 
ECORDS of exceptionally long life 
in living things have always at- 
tracted much attention. The longevity of 
seeds is a Subject about which have ap- 
peared many reports, some authentic, 
some contradictory, and some completely 
false.‘ One of the most common and 
persistent false. reports concerns the 
germination and growth of mummy 
wheat from Egypt. No authenticated 
record of the germination of whéat taken 
from Egyptian tombs is available. In- 
deed, a number of observations indicate 
the complete loss of germinability of 
such wheat and equally old barley. 
Attempts have been ‘made to germi- 
nate ancient grains, but none has ever 
been successful. For example, about 
fifty years ago at the Royal Botanic Gar- 
dens in Kew, an experiment was run 
with some grain from a model granary 
found in a tomb of the 19th dynasty. 
Samples were tested under various con- 
ditions, but after several months all the 
grain had disintegrated. Another experi- 
ment with mummy wheat from a sar- 
cophagus of the Grecian epoch in Old 
Memphis proved completely unsuccessful 
in spite of precautions taken and the 
(Continued on page 1074) 
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told in Bible Society Record, the 

story of “the Apostle of Cripple 
Creek,” John Henry Smith. Born in a 
South Carolina tenant shack, his sight 
was inipaired when he was three years 
old, and consequently he had little 
schooling. A passing colporteur sold his 
father*a Bible, and from this the Negro 
boy finally learned to read and to spell; 
also learned the essence of the Gospel. 

Later he found a job with the South- 
ern Railroad, which job he still holds. 
His home was in a slum section of 
Greenville, S. C., called Cripple Creek, 
a place of whisky, prostitution, and 
gambling. He worshiped in a Baptist 
mission: there; then became its preacher. 
For thirty years, while earning his liv- 
ing railroading, he has pastored this 
church’ and gradually transformed the 
community which now has the appro- 
priate name of New Town. The church 
has so grown in numbers that a new 
building is nearing completion, built 
with nickels, dimes, half dollars, and 
the work of the men of the congrega- 
tion. Its seating capacity will be two 
thousand! \ 

Pastor John Henry Smith has worked 
all these years for the railroad at night, 
sleeping daytimes. From three p.m. to 
midnight he studies, prays, and does 
pastoral work. Next March, when he 
will be sixty-five, he intends, if the 
church is then finished, to enter college 
for training, with the end in view of 
engaging in evangelism—as long as life 
lasts thereafter. 

(“As long as life lasts.” The recently 
deceased Scotch preacher, Dr. A. J. Gos- 
sip of Aberdeen—so an obituary notice 
tells us—left no date of death on his 
wife’s tomb-inscription. He wanted to 
emphasize the unbroken continuity of 
the life in Christ, here and hereafter.) 


J. W. Sweetman of Selly Oak College 
writes in the British Weekly of the 
church in West Pakistan (Northwest 
India): It is conservative in its the- 
ology. “I myself was catechized about 
the R.S.V.‘ translation of Isaiah 7:14. 
Their deep love for the Bible is a joy 
to behold. To hear a great Christian 
congregation take the beginnings of a 
text from the lips of a preacher and 
complete it with one accord is an un- 
forgettable experience, eSpecially when 
one remembers that these people are 
often illiterate or semiliterate. Punjabi 
genius has. resulted in a metrical ver- 
sion of the Psalms in purely Punjabi 
form. So the church is not only Bible- 
loving but Psalm-singing as Scotch Cov- 
enanters.” 

They boldly testify among Moslems, 


A NOTABLE Christian.—His story is 


sending around the town crier with a 
mobile loud-speaker to invite Moslems 
to evangelistic meetings. And the Mos- 
lems attend by hundreds. They have 
their great convention tents with public 
address system to extend the teaching 
far and wide. Their St. Andrew’s 
Brotherhood is chiefly made up of re- 
cruits from the Islamic intelligentsia. 


“Dew,” in the blessing of Moses (Deut. 
33:13), is classed with the precious 
things of Heaven and the precious 
things of the earth. It is a type of 
divine blessing. Israel’s heavens “shall 
drop down dew” is almost the last word 
in Moses’ farewell to his people (33: 
28). It is interesting, then, to learn of 
a Dew Research Station at Tal Shalom 
in Israel, led by Mr. Duv-devani, who 
knows so much about dew that the Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology has bor- 
rowed him for a period. Here he has 
demonstrated that “the leaves of plants 
not only absorb water in the form of 
dew, but also pass excess quantities of 
water so collected down to the roots. 
The roots, in turn, emit the water into 
the surrounding soil. With the rising 
of the sun the water is reabsorbed by 
the plants through their roots.” | 


For a long period, evangelism of the 
Mashonas in. Southern Rhodesia was 
prevented by the warlike Metabele 
tribespeople. Finally a South African 
Dutch missionary planted himself in 
their midst and began working. That 
was in 1893. A. A. Louw is still living, 
at the age of ninety-two. He writes 
(World Dominion): 

“Say to my church, I am at the end 
and the evening shadows have become 
long. Say to the young people of our 
church, I never regretted that I devoted 
my life undividedly to the services of 
the Lord. Say to the young men of our 
church that they must come forward to 
take the places .on the mission field that 
have become vacant. Call upon the 
church to accept and retain Mashona- 
land as its heritage.” 

His station is called Morgenster (Morn- 
ing Star) with eight outstations, nine 
congregations, thirty-five thousand chil- 
dren in its schools taught by nine hun- 
dred Mashona teachers. The whole Bible 
has been translated and published in the 
Mashona tongue. A third printing plant 
has just been established. The medical 
service draws the sick from far’ and 
wide, and of course there are electrically 
driven sawmills, gristmills, and the rest. 


Mission Encouragements. — Writing 
from Angola, Dr. R. Brechet, after speak- 
ing of the immense value of records for 
evangelization of Blacks, adds this about 


a 


By ERNEST GORDON 


loud-speakers with batteries of six volts. 
They send out the message to a distance 
of six kilometers, as is evidenced by the 
fact that natives come in from that dis- 
tance on hearing them. The powerful 
loud-speaker is set on a jeep and the 
trips with loud-speakers are unforget- 
table. The message on the disc in song 
or instruction and in native language is 
amplified to a large area. By throwing 
out music in advance, crowds are ‘col- 
lected for the coming meeting and re- 
ceive the speakers with enthusiasm 
when they arrive. It is the ideal method 
of mass evangelism, a wonderful exten- 
sion of Miss Ridderhof’s plan of Gospel 
recordings. 

The New Testament has just been pub- 
lished in a new Japanese colloquial ver- 
sion. Dr. Matsumoto, one of the trans- 
lators, writes: 

“Practically every Japanese can read 
and write, and is an omnivorous reader. 
The Bible is easily the best seller in 
Japan. Now that the New Testament 
is translated into easy and colloquial 
Japanese, it will enjoy a far larger sale. 
It will be nothing short of a revolution 
in the life and thought of our fellow 
countrymen. ‘Iam going about the coun- 
try giving talks on the New Testament.” 


Wilson Wang is brother of Leland 
Wang, whom we have heard preach so 
admirably in American churches. Wil- 
son is living in Penang, Malaya, and is 
editor of an expository magazine for 
Chinese Christians. Recently seriously 
sick, he was, nevertheless, spurred to 
work, by Haggai 2:4 [“Yet now be strong, 
O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be 
strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech, the 
high priest; and be strong, all ye peo- 
Ple of the land, saith the Lord, and 
work: for I am with you, saith the Lord 
of hosts’”], and found that strength was 
given him when he undertook fresh 
evangelism among the Chinese of Sa- 
rawak (British Borneo). These are 
traditionally Christian, rich planters of 
rubber and pepper, each with a church 
and a school on his estate. 

Mr, Wang began preaching in Sibu 
and visited eleven other places, includ- 
ing up-river villages of Dyaks. Chinese 
planters provided launches to bring peo- 
ple to his meetings, and a thousand defi- 
nitely accepted Christ. 

In Sarawak he was allowed to preach 
the Gospel in the high school, and four 
hundred students, Chinese and English, 
confessed Christ. All stocks of Bibles 
and portions were sold out, and six hun- 
dred and eighty new subscriptions taken 
to the Bible Magazine. He has now a 
thousand readers in Sarawak which, is 
valuable follow-up to evangelism. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. JANUARY 2. THE BIBLE, THE SOURCE OF CHRISTIAN TEACHING 


John 20:31, Acts 8:26-38, 17:10-12; Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:14-17, Hebrews 4:12, 2 Peter 1:16-21;- 
printed text, John 20:31; Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; Hebrews 4:12; 2 Peter 1:16-21 


Golden Text.—These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have 
ai ew Gls Geovgh Ws catne=tohn 90,98 7 " 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

John 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name. , 

Rom. 15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 

2 Tim. 3:14'But continue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them; 

15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee wise unto Salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness: 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly fur- 
nished unto all good works. 

Heb. 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the divid- 


ing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 


2 Pet. 1:16 For we have not followed cunningly devised 
fables,.when we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses 
of his majesty. 

17 For he received from God the ;Father honour and 
glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excel- 
lent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. 

18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, 
when we were with him in the holy mount. 

19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto 
ve do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in 
a dark place, until the day dawn, and.the day star arise 
in your hearts: 

20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture 
is of any private interpretation, 

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will 
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson. as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
O DOCTRINE is more important 
than that which concerns the 
nature and origin of the Holy 
Scriptures. It is indeed basic, for we 
turn to the Bible for our entire system 
of doctrine. If, then, we do not have 
in the Bible a word of final authority, 
all that we have held as the truth of 
Christianity is insecure, resting upon an 
uncertain foundation. It is noticeable 
that where a weak view of the Bible is 
held, our other great doctrines concern- 
ing God, and Christ, and man, and. sin, 
and redemption are treated as open to 
dispute and even rejection. 
Reason is not a sufficient teacher in 
the great truths of God, eternity, and 


salvation. The best rational arguments 
which we can muster for the exi ce of 
God are acknowledged, even by believ- 


ing men, to fall short of being intellectu- 
ally compelling. They do not go much 
further than showing that belief in God 
has a support in reason. How much less, 
then, can reaSon tell us about the Trin- 
ity, the Incarnation, and redemption. 
These can be known only by special rev- 
elation, and the book in which such 
revelation is recorded must have been 
produced under the very special guid- 


ance and ordering of God, in order to 
secure that revelation whole and entire. 
In other words, there must be both reve- 
lation and inspiration. 


The subject is much too big to be 
adequately treated here, but I should 
like to commend Dr. W. Graham Scrog- 
gie’s little gem of a work, simple and 
convincing, “Is the Bible the Word of 
God?” (Moody Press, Chicago 10, paper, 
35 cents.) A threefold answer to the 
title question is developed under these 
heads: It claims to be. It seems to be. 
It proves to be. For any who desire to 
pursue the study of the doctrine of In- 
spiration further, there are such classic 
works as Gaussen’s “The Inspiration of 
the Holy Scriptures,” also called “Theo- 
pneustia” (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3), 
and James Orr’s “Revelation and Inspira- 
tion” (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $3). 

The Bible recognizes no authority 
outside of itself in the sphere of doc- 
trine. Where — seconda authorities 
have been introduced, as in the tra- 
ditions of Romanism, the “Book of 
Mormon” of the Latter Day Saints, 
or “Science and Health” of Christian 
Science, the secondary. authority has 
inevitably become primary and the 
Bible has been, in practice if not in 
theory, shunted into a very secondary 
place. Dogmas, and practices which are 









































utterly contrary to the teachings of the . 
Bible are supported by the other 
“authorities.” That is the very essence 
of heresy. 

Adherence to the Bible as the only 
and sufficient guide for faith and practice 
will doubtless bring upon us the charge 
of bibliolatry (the worship of a book), 
but we give it only the place it claims 
and to which it demonstrates its right, 
and submission to its claims turn us to 
the worship of God, who has revealed 
Himself in the person of His Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


Verse by Verse 

John 20:31.—“, . . that ye might be- 
lieve . . . and that believing ye might 
have life .. .” What John wrote in his 
Gospel was selective, and representative 
of very much more (see 21:25). Its aim 
was definitely evangelical and evange- e 
listic (if such a distinction can be 
drawn), to present Jesus as “the Christ, j 
the Son of God” in such a way that men 
would accept Him as such, and so enter 
into life. 

Rom. 15:4—". . . written for our 
learning, that we .. . might have hope.” 
Here we have a reference to the Old 
Testament, “written aforetime.” The 
New Testament did not displace the Old 
Testament, but completed and fulfilled 
it. The term “scriptures” is technical, 
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referring to the canonical writings, ac- 
cepted as inspired of God. 


2 Tim. 3:14.—“. . . the things which 
thou hast learned and hast been assured 
of .. .” Westcott and Hort favor the 
reading which makes “of whom” plural, 
and so referring doubtless to Timothy’s 
mother and grandmother (see 1:5). This 
would fit into the following verse. Here 
is a call for steadfastness in the truth 
of the Gospel, for which the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures were a preparation. 


Verse 15.—“From a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures .. . wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.” The reference is still to 
the Scriptures of the Old Testament, 
which testify of the Lord Jesus, in type 
and prophecy (John 5:39; Luke 24:44). 
In these Timothy was well instructed, 
a fact which prepared his heart for the 
reception of Christ. 


Verse 16.—“All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God . . . for instruction in 
righteousness.” The phrase, “given by 
inspiration of God,” is one word in the 
Greek, signifying “God-breathed.” Here 
again, Scripture means the sacred Scrip- 
ture, the Old Testament. The same is 
true of the New Testament Scripture— 
it is God-bréathed and profitable. 


Verse 17.—‘That the man of God may 
be perfect . . . furnished unto all good 
works.” All the teaching, reproof, ¢or- 
rection, and instruction of verse 16 have 
a practical end: to bring saints to per- 
fection (fullness and ripeness of Chris- 
tian experience) and to fit God’s serv- 
ants for all the work committed to them. 


Heb. 4:12—“For the word of God 
is quick, and powerful . . . a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
For “quick, and powerful” read “living 
and active.” We need caution in inter- 
preting this-verse. As a sword does not 
Separate the joints from the marrow, so 
neither does the Word of God separate 
the soul from the spirit. The whole 
thought is that, like a sharp sword, the 
Word of God penetrates to the inmost 
depths of man’s being, and there per- 
forms the task of a judge, a critic, over 
his thoughts and purposes. 


2 Pet. 1:16—*“. . . not... . fables . 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ . . . eyewitnesses .. .” Peter re- 
pudiates any connection between his 
teachings concerning the Lord Jesus and 
the religious myths of the ancient world. 
He and others were actual spectators of 
» a scene which made “his power and 
coming” matters of knowledge, not of 
speculation. 


Verse 17.—“. . . there came such a 
voice . . . This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.” The reference 
is, of course, to the Transfiguration. See 
Mark 9:2-8, Peter’s own record of it, 
since it is believed that Mark wrote 
under ‘the influence of Peter. 


Verse 18—“And this voice... 


we 
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Last Week's Lesson 
13. December 26.—Thinking Realisti- 
cally About Life. Ecclesiastes 1 to 5; 12 
Next Week’s Lesson 
2. January 9.—The Living God. Gene- 
sis 1:1; Exodus 3; Psalm 103:8-13; 
Isaiah 40:18-31; Matthew 6:9; 
John 4:23, 24; 10:30; Acts 17:22-31. 








heard... in the holy mount.” This” 
verse identifies the scene beyond ques- 
tion. 


Verse 19.—“, . . a more sure word of 
prophecy .. . a light that shineth in a 
dark place, until . .. the day star arise 
in your hearts.”. The “word of prophecy” 
is. the word spoken from God in the 
Old Testament, concerning the Lord 
Jesus, This was “made more sure” to 
the apostles by what they saw on the 
“holy mount.” This word of prophecy, 
then, is a lamp to guide us to Him who 
is the Light. We generally think of the 
latter part of the verse as referring to 
the second coming of Christ. Yet the 
primary reference seems to be to a sub- 
jective experience—“in your hearts.” We 
may regard that subjective experience, 
however, as a foretaste of the fuller burst 
of light, when He comes again. 


Verse 20.—“. . . no prophecy of the 
scripture is of any private interpreta- 
tion.” We are not to think in terms of 
predictive prophecy only, but the entire 
range of Old Testament, revelation. The 
word “interpretation” here has nothing 
to do with our interpretation of the 
Scriptures. It is telling us that the 
prophecies are not the prophets’ own 
interpretations of what they saw and 
felt. The next verse explains. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HY is the doctrine of the inspira- 
tion of the Bible of primary im- 

portance? 

2. Why do we need revelation to sup- 
plement reason? 

3. What do we mean by a secondary 
authority, and what is its chief danger? 

4. Which of the evangelists specify 
reasons for writing their Gospels? 

5. How did the Bereans show the 
nobility of their character? 

6. What three purposes of Scripture 
are stated in our lesson portions? 

7. How does the Bible answer the 
critic? : 

8. What kind of bringing up had Tim- 
othy? 

9. What does Scripture tell us about 
the method of inspiration? 

10. To what does the term “private in- 
terpretation” refer in 2 Peter 1:20? 


(Answers on page 1074) 
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Verse 21—*, .. not... by the will of 
man: but holy men... were moved by 
the Holy. Ghost.” The writings: of the 
prophets were not of their own volition, 
nor their own interpretations of things 
(see above), but these men spoke from 
God, being “borne along” by the Holy 
Spirit. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

An examination of the passages in- 
cluded in this week’s lesson (and others 
could be added supporting them) brings 
out some definite claims of the Bible con- 
cerning itself. 

One cannot escape the note of author- 
ity in Scripture. John declares that 
what he has written calls for faith (John 
20:31). It is not open to dispute. The 
Jews of Berea regarded the Scriptures 
(in their -case the Old Testament) as 
final arbiter in what they should or 
should not accept (Acts 17:10-12). They 
believed on the basis of what they found 
there. So far from being the object of 
human judgment, the Word of God (the 
title given to the Scriptures in Heb. 4:12) 
is the judge of all human thought and 
purpose. , 

There were definite ends in view in the 
giving of the Scriptures. What John 
says of his own Gospel may be -applied 
to “the volume of the book.” It has an 
evangelic purpose, to bring men to faith 
in Christ, and to life in Him (John 20:31). 
That same evangelic purpose is seen in 
the use made of the ancient oracle of 
Isaiah (chap. 53) by Philip, in pointing 
the Ethiopian to Christ (Acts 8:26-38). 
They were given alse to minister com- 
fort and hope. to the people of God in 
the midst of life’s temptations and dan- 
gers (Rom. 15:4). Still further, they aim 
at perfecting God’s people, bringing them 
to spiritual maturity and fullness, so that 
they may be well fitted to serve God in 
their generation (2 Tim. 3:17). In ac- 
complishing this purpose it frequently 
acts with sharpness, and its penetrating 
power reaches to the inmost recesses of 
the soul, where it judges the hidden 
thoughts of men (Heb. 4:12). 

Two of our portions specifically refer 
to the divine origin of the Scriptures. 
“God-breathed,” says Paul to Timothy 
(2 Tim. 3:16), and that is both as illumi- 
nating and as mysterious as Gabriel's 
explanation of the virgin conception 
(Luke 1:35). The Word is the very 
breath of God. Peter gives us a little 
more. He assures us that the prophets 
did not give their own interpretation 
of the situations which called forth their 
oracles. They did not even speak of 
their own volition, but received their 
oracles from God, as men “borne along” 
by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:20, 21). This 
is what we mean by the inspiration of 
the Scriptures. Nothing less could have 
given them their authority, and ‘noth- 
ing less could have made them the ef- 
fective instruments for such divine pur- 


poses, 














Lesson for January-2 


Holy Bible, Book divine, 
Precious treasure, thou art mine! 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The authority of the Bible (Acts 17: 
10-12; Heb. 4:12) 

2. The purpose of the Bible (John 20:31; 
Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim 3:17) 

3. The inspiration. of the Bible (2 Tim. 
3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20, 21) 


‘Topics for Development P 


What About the New Testament? 
Apart from John 20:31, our lesson por- 
tions refer ‘specifically to the Old Testa- 
ment, for the New Testament was just 
in process of being writteh. Does it, 
then, share the distinction of the Old 
Testament as being inspired of God? 
Briefly let me point out the following: 


1. Our Lord claimed that His teach- 
ings (included in the New Testament) 
were from God (John 6:63; 7:16, 17;.8: 
28, 38; 12:48-50; 15:3, 22). 

2. Our Lord promised a threefold work 
of enlightenment by the Holy Spirit, 
which corresponds exactly to the con- 
tent of the New Testament—remem- 
brance in the Gospels, all truth in Acts 
and Epistles, things to come in Revela- 
tion (John 14:25; 16:13). 

3. Paul claimed divine inspiration for 
his share of New Testament teaching (1 
Cor. 2:12, 13; 14:37; 1 Thess. 2:13). 

4. Peter claimed for the apostolic 
writings equality with the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures (2 Pet, 3:2, 15, 16). — 

5. John claimed that the apostolic 
writing was the standard of truth, to 
which nothing may be added, from 
which nothing may be subtracted (1 
John 4:6; Rev. 22:18). 

6. The twenty-seven books of the New 
Testarffent have stood all the tests ap- 
plied to them, have demonstrated their 
inspiration by their inherent power and 
unity, so that their place in the canon 
of Scripture is beyond question. 


Practical Applications 


The Bible will stand up to all scrutiny, 
but it is essentially a call to faith; it 
affords a liberal education in history, re- 
ligion, and ethics, but its primary pur- 
pose is to bring salvation (John 20:31; 2 
‘Tim. 3:15). 

Judge men’s opinions by the Bible, not 
the Bible by men’s opinions; especially 
submit yourself to the criticism of the 
Bible rather than the Bible to your criti- 
cism (Acts 17:11; Heb. 4:12). 

Follow: the philosophies of men and 
you will plunge into the depths of de- 
spair; follow the Word of God and you 
will have a radiant hope (Rom. 15:4). 

The greatest apologetic for the inspira- 
tion of the Bible is a Christian matured 
in saintliness’ and engaged in “every good 
work” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 

The Bible is not a collection of private 
opinions; see that we do not clutter it 
up with our private opinions (2 Pet. 
1:20, 21). 
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Golden Text 

John 20:31.—“. . . that ye might-believe 
. .. and that believing ye might have 
life . . .” For the Britisher, believing 
that Elizabeth is the Queen, the daugh- 
ter of King George’VI, demands an alle- 
giance which the same belief does not 
require of an American. For him, it 
is a matter of interest, more or less, but 
without effect on his life. 
be no such detached belief “that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God,” This 
belief demands submission, committal, 
personal trust; and results in the impar- 
tation of life. 


Extmuourst, Itt. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMns 


“O God, the Rock of Ages” 
“I Am So Glad That Our Father in Heaven” 
“How Firm a Foundation” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 


- God, our Father in Heaven, we thank 


Thee that Thou hast been the refuge 
and the strength of Thy people in all 
generations, and we praise Thee for Thy 
care-and Thy mercies given to us in the 


There canj 
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year just behind us. We rejoicein hav- 
ing .Thy Word ‘as a lamp to our feet 
and e light to our path through this New 
Year. Help us to be obedient to its 
teachings and to declare them. by our 
example so that others may learn to 
walk in the light of Thy truth, Hear 
us for Thy Church everywhere that Thy 
reviving power and Thy guardian care 
be granted to her. Make this year one 
of soul-winning success for our mission- 
aries and our home churches. May many 
in our Sunday school be led to the Sav- 
iour this year. Cheer the downcast, heal 
the sick, recover the wandering ones, and 
help us to be ready to serve the needs of 
the tried and the tempted as we come in 
touch with them. Bless our land with 
a God-fearing spirit, our leaders with 
reverence, faith, and wisdom, our peo- 
ple with trustful obedience to Thee. 
Guard us from the perils of the times 
and@ bring in the glorious Kingdom of our 
Lord in all the earth. With these mercies 
grant us renewed pardon and cléansing 
as each may need, for Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The Gideons are 
Christian businessmen who put Bibles in 
places where travelers stay. In one little 
town where I spent a night a few years 
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“Thigthe GIE'T of God.” (epn.2:8) 
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ago there lives a milk-route man who 
was led to Christ by reading a Gideon 
Bible. He was delivering milk earlyeone 
morning when some object was flung out 
of a hotel window and landed on the 
street near him. He found it. to be a 


Fino’ THE sox“ OF GOD 


Bible, and decided to read the Book 
that had come sg strangely into his 
hands. Through its pages God spoke to 
his heart and. he became a Christian. 
Thus a Bible thrown away by some un- 
believer was the means of drawing a 
man to Christ. 

That is just what God desires His 
Word to do for each of us. Our Golden 
Text says that John wrote his Gospel 
that its readers might believe on our 
Lord and believing have life, the eternal 
life Christ came to give. But not only 
John’s Gospel, but the whole Bible was 
given that men might trust the Lord 
Jesus. He is the chief theme of the 
Book. The Old Testament tells of the 
preparation for His coming and the New 
tells of His coming and calls men to 
believe on Him. To receive the message 
of the Bible we must receive the Sav- 
iour of whom it tells. If any of us have 
yet to do that, then begin this New 
Year by turning to Jesus Christ, seeking 
His pardon for the sinful past and yield- 
ing yourself to obey and serve Him 
hereafter. That will give this New Year 
a newness for you such as will gladden 
your own heart and bless others as well. 


Cacary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“_ .' these are written, that ye might 
believe .. .” (John 20:31).—The word 
“these” refers to the signs wrought by 
the Lord Jesus and recorded by John 
up to, and including, this chapter. 

A sign “is more than a mere miracle. 
A miracle is that which excites wonder, 
but a sign is a significant appeal to the 
heart of man, used in thi$ case by God 
to produce an acknowledgement of His 
existence, power, or character. So the 
works wrought by Christ were testi- 
monies to the fact that He was the Son 
of God” (W. E. Vine). 

Of the innumerable works of our Lord, 
John, guided by the Holy Spirit, se- 
lected such as should satisfy every per- 
son desirous of evidence that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God. 

Dr. H. Clay Trumbull on one occasion, 
being met by an exceptionally intelli- 
gent student who had imbibed agnostic 
views, advised him to study the Gospel 
according to John for the purpose of 
examining with all possible fairness the 
strongest presentation of Christian truth. 
The man read it through from begin- 
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ning to end, taking it simply as a book 
without examination of outside evidence 
of its genuineness. When he read it 
through, he said, “The One of whom the 
Book tells us is either the Saviour of 
the world or He ought to be.” And it 
is interesting to know that, because of 
what the Gospel told the agnostic of 
Jesus Christ, he was ready to heed the 
call of our Lord so frequently uttered 
throughout the Gospel. 

By actual count, the word believe in 
one form or another occurs ninety-eight 
times in this Gospel. It could appro- 
priately be called The Gospel of Be- 
lieving. 

Every slighting remark regarding be- 
lieving is a reflection on the wisdom and 
provision of God; for He deemed it wise 
to have one of the sixty-six books of the 
Bible written purposely, “that ye might 
believe ...and... believing... have 
Pe ece 

A woman wrote to say I was alto- 
gether mistaken about the way to receive 
eternal life. She said it was by selling 
all that one possessed, and giving it to 
the poor. When I asked her if she had 
sold all she possessed and given it— 
not to the church but to the poor—she 
said, “No, I am reserving one precious 
family heirloom!”’ She should have been 
glad to hear that our Lord uttered the 
words she quoted to a man living under 
the dispensation of Law, who desired to 
obtain eternal life as an inheritance, 

A man wrote to say it was necessary 
to do the will of the Father in Heaven 
in order to be saved.. When I asked him 
how a person could do the will of the 
Father without first being born agaih, 
and becoming a child of the Father, he 
had no answer. 

Numbers have written to remind me 
that James says we are justified by our 
works. When I ask them how a person 
could work without first of all being 
made alive by exercising faith in the 
Saviour, they exclaim, “Oh, by all means, 
one must place faith in the Saviour!” 
Then I ask: “What is faith, but believ- 
ing the record God has given of His 
Son?” 

Once a person has received the life of 
which John wrote, by believing, he 
should be taught what the Word says 
about baptism, the Lord’s Supper, the 
fellowship of saints, confession, full sur- 
render, and the like; but until then he 
is “dead in trespasses and sins,” and all 
his “righteousnesses are as filthy rags” 
(Isa. 64:6). 

Inscribed above the portal, from afar 

Conspicuous as the brightness of a star, 

Legible only by the light they give, 

Stand the soul-quickening words—“Be- 

lieve and live.” 


—William Cowper. 


. . . things .. . written aforetime 
were written for our learning...” (Rom. 


15:4) Whenever we open the Old Tes- 


tament, we should remember that it was 
“written for our learning, that we 





through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope.” 

“Luther once compared the Old and 
New Testaments to the spies, who bore 
back between them on a staff, the grapes 
of Eschol (Num, 13:23). Of these two 
men, though they both shared the same 
burden, the hindermost alone could gaze 
upon the spoil. So Christ is the burden 
of all Scripture; but while the Old Tes- 
tament truly ‘spake of him,’ it is in the 
New, pre-eminently, that we ‘behold his 
glory’” (W. Hoste). 


“And that from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures .. .” (2 Tim. 
3:15).—It is ‘utterly impossible to over- 
estimate the blessing of knowing the 
Holy Scriptures from childhood up! They 
do reveal that the way of salvation is 
through faith in Christ Jesus. But it is 
also true of the Word as King Solomon 
said, “When thou goest, it shall lead 
thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep 
thee; and when thou awakest, it shall 
talk with thee” (Prov. 6:22). 

Both Old and New Testaments are 
God-breathed; and are profitable for 
doctrine, reproof, correction, and in- 
struction in right doing. These are the 
books the Lord has given to make us 
complete, and to fully equip us for all 
good works. Our sole authority in all 
things spiritual, divine, and eternal. 

And when we consult the Word, we 
will discover it to be a critic of “the 
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 
4:12). And we do well to “pay attention 
to this message as to a lamp that is shin- 


ing in a dismal place” (2 Pet. 1:19, Wil-- 


liams’ translation). 


Critic, spare that Book! 
Touch not a single page! 
In youth it sheltered me; ‘ 
I'll love it in old age! 
It was dear Father’s hand 
Which placed it by my cot, 
There, critic, let it stand! 
Thy shears shall harm it not! 


That old Life-giving Book, 

Whose glory and renown 
Are spread o’er land and sea— 

Tear not its standards down! 
Critic, forbear thy stroke! 

Cut not its heaven-bound ties! 
Oh, spare that blessed Book, 

Now towering to the skies! 

—Leroy Victor Cleveland. 
Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, today at the wellspring 

of another year we do well to con- 
sider the Bible as the dayspring of all 
that is good and profitable. In a very 
real sense the Word of God is Jesus 
Christ. “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the 
beginning with God. All things were 
made by: him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. In him 
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Lesson for January 2 


was life; and the life was the light of 
men” (John 1:1-4). 

Just here let’s take a look forward 
at the themes to be studied during this 
first quarter of 1955, plus the two first 
lessons in the second quarter. They em- 
brace the whole plan of what is the most 
important thing of your life; that is, 
your salvation and the blessing you have 
a right to expect in your Christian life. 
The fifteen lessons make an excellent 
course, and if you will follow along with 
them faithfully you will arrive in the 
middle of next April a wiser and a better 
fellow. You will have a firmer grasp 
of fifteen basic truths of the Gospel. And 
that is something really worth working 
for. 

This first lesson which we study to- 
day is entitled, “The Bible, the Source 
of Christian Teaching.” Next Sunday 
the subject will be, “The Living God”; 
and next, “Christ, the Son of the Living 
God”; next, “The Power of the Holy 
Spirit’; then, “Man’s Nature and Need”; 
and following in order: “The Grace of 
God,” “New Life in Christ,” “The Church 
and Its Sacraments (Ordinances) ,” “The 
Church Proclaims the Gospel,” “The 
Fellowship of Christian Love,” “Prayer 
in the Christian’s Life,” “Christian Liv- 
ing (Temperance),” “The Christian and 
the Social Order,” “The Cross and Chris- 
tian Discipleship,” and the fifteenth les- 
son, closing the series on April 10, is 
“Our Assurance of Eternal Life.” 

Make it your firm purpose to stay with 
it, fellows. Resolve right now to give 
God first place on Lord’s Day morning 
and be in your place in front of your 
teacher every time and on time for each 
one of these lessons. That will be hon- 
oring God and will greatly help your 
teacher. You could not do a better thing 
to insure an excellent start in making 
1955 your best year, so far. You have 
a right to “grow in wisdom and in stat- 
ure, and in favour with God and man,” 
and will be following in the boyhood 
footsteps of the Lord Jesus Christ, Him- 
self. 

So today, first, the Bible, God’s holy 
Word, is the best of all textbooks for 
life’s greatest gain, and inspiration for 
the great adventure. Timothy began to 
know the Scriptures as a boy, taught 
by his mother and his grandmother (2 
Tim. 1:5; 3:14, 15). If you have a Chris- 
tian mother (thank God for her), she 
will help you to read and understand 
the Scriptures; for John says, “These are 
written that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his 
name” (John 20:31). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. S 
we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
E ARE starting the year 1955 with 





fifteen lessons on Bible doctrines. ° 


These lessons will help us to under- 
stand what we believe and why we be- 
lieve it. I hope these lessons will get 
us to study our Bibles more than we 
ever have before. If we really get down 
to studying our Bibles we will find them 
much more interesting than we had sup- 
posed, and also find new blessing in our 
Christian lives. (For this quarter we 
plan to use the Scripture Catechism 
Card, “Bible Study”! as a help in im- 
pressing some truths of the lessons.) 

When my brother was in the army he 
endeavored to bring his fellow soldiers 
to Christ. He talked to them of the 
Lord and invited them to go with him 
to the Christian Servicemen’s Center. 
He saw a number of them saved. Of 
one of these he wrote: “I have never 
seen a Christian grow as fast as this 
young man. He reads the Bible in every 
spare minute, and whenever we are to- 
gether he wants me to explain some 
Scripture to him.” When my brother 
brought that young man to our home 
for a short visit, we were delighted to 
meet him. Although he had only been 
saved a few weeks, he already looked 
and ‘acted like a Christian! Today that 
young man is a missionary in Japan, 
and my brother counts him one of his 
choicest friends. 

Why don’t we all grow like that? I 
am afraid it is because we do not give 
enough time to the Word of God. 

While we are having these lessons on 
what the Bible teaches I hope we will 
be able to learn the verses on the “Bible 
Study” Scripture Catechism Card. To- 
day let us take the first verse. Mary 
can read the question, and the rest of 
you read the answer. Question, “Why 
did Christ tell us to search the Scrip- 
tures?” Answer, “Search the scriptures; 
‘for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life: and they are they which testify 
of me” (John 5:39). 

Searching the Scriptures means more 
than just reading the Bible. It means 
studying it. Why should we study the 
Bible? The Lord Jesus Himself gave the 
answer, “Search the scriptures; for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
they are they which testify of me.” The 
Pharisees held the Old Testament in 
great reverence, standing every Sab- 
bath during the time it was read aloud 
in their synagogue. But that was not 
enough. They needed to search the 
Scriptures till they came to love the 
Saviour who is presented therein. 

The Bible contains the greatest wis- 
dom of the ages. It contains the most 
interesting stories ever written. It is 





1The Scripture catechism cards, “Bible 
Study,” aré twenty cents a dozen, postpaid, 
and may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, 
Box 717, Ferndale, Wash. 
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the greatest piece of literature in the 
English language. There are many rea- 
sons why the Bible should be studied, 
but the most important is because it is 
God's revelation, presenting to man the 
Saviour of the world. 

Read John 20:30, 31. Reading the Bible 
will improve a person’s English, it will 
raise his moral standards, it will give 
him valuable information, but unless it 
leads him to believe in Christ, it will 
not give him eternal life. The first great 
purpose of God’s Word is to bring men 
to Christ for salvation. Then after they 
are saved they need the Word of God 
to feed that new life. 

Turn 'to Romans 15:4. The whole 
Bible was written for the benefit of 
God’s children. As we study it we will 
become more patient, for we will see 
in the Bible that patience is rewarded 
again and again. After long waiting, 
Abraham received Isaac, the child of 
promise. After a long wait and great 
trials, Joseph became the chief ruler 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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of Egypt, and lived in riches and honor 
for many years. After forty years of 
waiting, Moses became the leader of 
Israel, perhaps the greatest leader the 
world has ever seen. 

The Bible also gives comfort as noth- 
ing else does. I shall never forget a 
time of trouble I had when things looked 
very black. I was reading the Bible and 
suddenly came across the words, “In all 
their affliction he was afflicted.” What 
perfect sympathy and _ understanding 
that implies! 

Now turn to 2 Timothy 3:14-17. Here 
Paul first reminds Timothy that the holy 
Scriptures are able to make a. person 
wise unto salvation. Then he goes on 
to list four things for which the Bible 
is profitable. What are they? (Doctrine, 
reproof, correction, instruction in right- 
eousness). If we study the Word of 
God, letting it correct and teach us, we 
will grow rapidly as Christians. 

Read Hebrews 4:12. The Bible is liv- 
ing and powerful because it was written 
by the living God. 

Turn to 2 Peter 1:16-21. Here Peter 
reminds us that the Gospel record is 
what the disciples actually saw and 
heard, not “cunningly devised fables,” 
such as the Greeks and Romans had. 
And notice that the Bible was not writ- 
ten by the will of man, but “holy men 
of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost.” This is most important to 
remember. If the Bible had been writ- 
ten by human beings, they would have 
praised themselves and others. Instead, 
the Bible is humbling to man and exalts 
God. God chose holy men to write it, 
but they never spoke of their own holi- 
ness. Instead they spoke of their sin- 
fulness and God’s holiness. Why was 
this? Because God told them the very 
words they were to write down. Then 
we should pay great attention to them, 
shouldn’t we? I hope in the next few 
weeks we shall enjoy studying our Bibles 
very much. 

Perhaps some of you girls would like 
to take a Bible correspondence course. 
There is a course for beginners which 
I think you would enjoy because it is 
so easy. There are twelve lessons, and 
a number of them are on the same sub- 
jects as our Sunday school lessons this 
quarter. This course is free, but you 
must each send for it yourself, as they 
do not want to send it to those who will 
not use it. Write to Emmaus Bible 
School, 156 N. Oak Park Ave:, Oak Park, 
Ill., and ask for the free Beginners’ Cor- 
respondence Course, 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


No book is like the Bible in its con- 
ception of sin. ... But there is no book 


with so lofty an ideal of what life may 
become when it is yielded to the grace 
of Christ—F. B. Meyer, D.D., in the 
Keswick Calendar. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
How the Bible Helps Us (Acts 17:10-12) 


6¢T\O YOU go to Sunday school, little 

girl?” asked the minister. “Yes, 
sir,” responded little Eva. “And do you 
know your Bible?” “Oh, yes, sir! I 
know everything that’s in it! There’s a 
picture of sister’s boy friend, Ma's recipe 
for vanishing cream, and Dad's tickets 
for the ball game, and a lock of my hair 
cut off when I was a baby—and that’s 
all, sir.” 

Although the Junior topics for this 
series of lessons are confined to one pas- 
Sage of Scripture, I should like to follow 
the over-all outlines and emphasize doc- 
trine, especially for the first half of the 
quarter. Juniors are full of questions 
at times. Who made God? How can 
Jesus be in my heart? Is the story of 
Jonah true? You may like to have a 
question box where children can put in 
questions. ‘Read each question the Sun- 
day it is put in, but plan for the full 
discussion of it after you have had time 
t6 pray, organize, and make the answer 
simple for children. Often one has to 
say, “I don’t know.” 

Start today’s lesson with the anecdote 
above. Or a poster of the Amerjcan 
Bible Society (450 Park Ave., New York 
22, N. Y.) and a brief presentation of 
its work; or a short talk by a local Gid- 
eon, with display of the Testaments and 
Bibles given to school children, service- 
men, and hotels, would focus attention 
on today’s topic, and also provide for a 
missionary project for the quarter (Les- 
son 9.) 

Now, what do we know about the 
Bible itself? How many books? Who 
wrote it? Is it true? What good is it? 
Write on the blackboard, “What We 
Know About the Bible.” Then list such 
information as the children volunteer. 
Also keep a list of questions that arise. 
Perhaps your list will be something like 
this: 

It is God’s Word, 

There are 66 books. ’ 

It has a book of songs, a book of rules, 

a book of sermons. 
Many different men wrote it. 
It was written so we could know: 
What is right. 
About Jesus. 
The number of books may be ascer- 
tained by counting them in the index. It 
will not be possible to list all the infor- 
mation on specific books, but encourage 
each pupil to take part. The known 
authors of the Poetry Books recently 
studied may be reviewed. 

Read together Acts 17:10-12. Can we 
prove our list from the Bible? John 
20:31, a Memory Verse a year ago (also 
today’s Golden Text), may be recalled, 
and its reference written after “About 
Jesus.” The present Memory Verse, 
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Psalm 119:130, may be used as proof of 
“What is right.” Shall we call ourselves 
the Bereans this quarter and search the 
Scriptures daily to see if the things we 
learn are really so? Give each pupil 
a list of references (John 20:31; Acts 8: 
26-38; 17: 10-12; Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 3: 14-17: 
Heb. 4:12; 2 Pet. 1:16-21), one for each 
day, perhaps on a cutout with colored 
edges to represent an open Bible. Also see 
that each pupil has a notebook in which 
to write additional information he learns 
about the Bible, and the references for 
statements already made. 

The names of the books of the Bible, 
or the Apostles’ Creed, if it is used in 
your denomination, would be appropri- 
ate memory work in connection with 
this quarter’s lessons. The latter should 
be correlated with the specific lessons 
which bear on it. Consult catalogues 
for devices for drill on the former. Also 
see the next article for Juniors. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HE Harris family always looked for- 

. ward to family worship time right 
after supper. Well, almost always, that 
is. Tonight was one of those nights when 
they rather wished they could skip it. 
There had been a great big beautiful 
snowfall through the day and the chil- 
dren were eager to get the dishes done 
so they could get out and play in it for 
a while. They had not yet had much 
time to use their new sleds. 

Mother and Daddy Harris knew, of 
course, how the children felt. And, if 
you want to know a secret, they, too, 
wanted to get out in the snow so they 
could build a great big snow man! But 
as much as they wanted to do that, they 
wanted even more to have their family 
together to read God’s Word and to pray. 
And whenever they knew that something 
might detract the children from this im- 
portant part of their daily activity, they 
made family worship doubly interest- 
ing. That is why Mother said even be- 
fore supper was finished, “Look what 
I have!” She brought to the table one 
great big jar of dried beans and six 
small jars. 

“What are they for?” the children and 
Father chorused. 

“You'll have to guess,” she replied, 
with a mysterious air. Then she put ten 
beans into each of the little jars. “This 
one is yours, Daddy; this one is yours, 
Dwight; and this one is yours, Mary.” 
She pushed one to each of the four 
children and kept one herself. “Tonight, 
when Bible reading is finished, Lillian 
is going to ask questions,” She announced. 
“For each question you answer, you 
will receive a bean from the big jar. 
Then you are to ask each other ques- 
tions. If you ask me, for example, a 
question I cannot answer, I have to give 

















Lesson for January 2” 


you one of the beans out of my little 
jar. Do you understand?” 

Everyone seemed to understand, and 
they listened to Big Sister’ Lillian, who 
Said, “I’m going to read the verses that 
are in our Sunday school lesson for 
tomorrow. These verses show us how 
the Bible helps us. I’m going to read 
from three different books. Then I'll 
ask the questions. [Mother and Lillian 
had decided beforehand that this: was 
the way they would do it.] I’H read 
John 20:31 first.” (Teacher will read, 
please.) “Now according to this verse, 
how does the Bible help us, Dwight?” 
Lillian asked her little brother. And 
what do you suppose Dwight said? 
(Teacher, allow the children to guess 
the answer each time. If you will read 
each verse deliberately and with much 
meaning, the children will not need much 
help in determining the answer.) You 
are right! Dwight said, “The Bible helps 
us to believe that the Lord Jesus is God's 
Son; and when we believe that, we have 
everlasting life.” And Dwight got a 
bean, which he dropped into his jar. 
He enjoyed hearing them rattle! 

“Now turn in your Bibles to 2 Tim- 
othy 3:14-17.” (Teacher will read these 
verses, too, and also in the next case.) 
“Here we are told that the Scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful for teach- 
ing and training us so that children of 
‘God may be—what?” asked Lillian. She 
looked at Daddy. 

“So that we may be able to do good 
works,” Daddy replied. “I'll take a bean, 
Mother.” And he pushed his jar over 
so Mother could drop a bean into it. 

- “This is fun!” Larry exclaimed, Larry, 
being the oldest of the Harris children, 
and a football player at that, always 
enjoyed family worship. 

“All right, then,” Lillian announced, 
“the next question is yours.” She turned 


\ 


in her Bible to Hebrews 4:12. “Now 
what does that mean?” 
Larry thought for a minute. “Well, 


I believe it means that the Bible helps 
us to know what is wrong. Then when 
we start to do those things, we know 
down deep in our hearts that they are 
wrong; and by remembering what God’s 
Word says, we don’t do those wrong 
things.” And Larry got a bean! 

Then, just before prayer time, Daddy 
Harris reviewed each of these things 
(Teacher will do this, please). “To- 
night,” he concluded, “let each one thank 
God—instead of asking for something— 
for His Word. Let us thank Him for 
some special way in which it helps us.” 
Each one prayed. Each one was thank- 
ful for something different. But all -of 
them were thankful that their family 
could pray together—and play together! 
And they played the bean game every 
night for a month, 

Teacher’s Note: It is especially grati- 
fying to gee the revival of interest in 
family worship. Recently the book, “Pete 
and Penny Play and Pray,” by Dorothy 
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Grunbock Johnston (Scripture Press, 
Chicago 5; $2.50), has been published for 
the five to nine-year-olds. A chapter 
a day at family worship time will prove 
delightful. Encourage the children to 
Start family worship in their homes. 
The results will surprise you. The bean 
game will be especially helpful. 


LANCASTER, PA. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a ‘copy. or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
What Cleared Up His Doubt.—These 

are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through 
his name (John 20:31, Golden Text). 
After singing a song at a Gospel meet- 
ing, Ira D. Sankey, noted evangelistic 
singer, gave the account of his own con- 
version. He told how he had been 
brought up piously and religiously, but 
had come into doubt and fear and con- 
flict of mind as a young man, until he 
saw that he must get this matter set- 
tled. “I must find out whether I can 
say that I possess eternal life or not.” 
And he went to God about it, and asked 
for a word that would settle this defi- 
nitely and eternally. He opened his 
Bible, and his eyes fell upon John 20:31. 
He read it, and oh, it came to him in 
new power that day. Sankey said the 
words just burned into the depths of 
his soul, and he said, “Thank God, I do 
believe on Jesus Christ, and therefore I 
have eternal life.” He said that he had 
never lost that assurance all through his 
life. He knew from that day on that, 
having believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
he was a Christian—From Christian 
Victory Magazine. Sent by W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. 


Stay By the Word.—But continue thou 
in the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of 
whom thou hast learned them (2 Tim. 
3:14). A Christian lady of my acquaint- 
ance who has kept steadfast and true 
to the Lord said recently to me: “When 
I am tempted to slacken in my Christian 
life I hear again my dear mother’s last 
words to me when I left my old home in 
Ireland. ‘Daughter, stay by God’s Word, 
and no matter what others do, remember, 
“Continue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned.”’ And today I find I need 
to heed her words more than ever. What 
comfort it is to be sure, in these days 
of change and much departure from the 
old paths, that God never changes; 
neither does His Word.”—Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


The Scriptures Convinced Them.— 
The holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 
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supplies, Bibles, books, and gift items. 
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Earn Extra Money 


for your church or other organizations 
selling 


Edwards Orange Pekoe Tea (in bags) 
Send name and address of officer for 
circular showing price and profit. 

We make it easy for your group to 
try a case. 
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EDWARDS TEA COMPANY 
Jim Thorpe, Pa. 7 
(Formerly Mauch Chunk) 
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ers. 320 pages, 300,000 words. Washable 
cloth binding. Only $2. 
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NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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3:15). Two Mongol Tartar chiefs. were 


. engaged by a missionary to assist him 


in preparing a translation of the Gospels 
into the language. of their country, and 
they had, as a matter of course, to study 
the subject intently. At length the work 
was completed, the last correction made, 
and the book was closed on the table. 
Still they sat serious and silent. At last 
the missionary inquired what was the 
matter, and was equally surprised and 
delighted to hear them both declare 
themselves converts to Christianity. “At 
home,” they said, “we studied the sacred 
writings of the Chinese, and the more 
we read the more obscure they seemed; 
but the longer we have read the Gospel, 
the more’ simple and intelligible it be- 
came, until at last it seemed as if Jesus 
was talking with us.”"—From the Sunday 
Companion. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


If You Ignore the Directions.—All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 
good works (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). A chaplain 
who served in World War II once told 
this story: Hé was asked unexpectedly 
one day to speak to the men in his area. 
Not having time to prepare a sermon, 
he was walking to where the men were 
waiting. wondering what he was going to 
say to them, and asking God to give 
him a message. Suddenly his eyes fell 
upon an empty Jello box. He picked it 
up, knowing that he now had his word 
from God. When he arrived at his des- 
tination, he held his box up where all 
could see the large brand name. “What 
is this?” he asked them. “An empty 
Jello box,” someone said. “And what 
is this on the back side of the container?” 
“Directions about how to make Jello,” 
was the reply. “Well, suppose I knew 
nothing about how to make Jello, had 
never seen anyone make it, what chance 
would I have of making it successfully, 
if I ignored these directions?” “None at 
all,” was the reply. Then the chaplain 
held aloft his Bible. “When God put 
you into the world,” he said, “He sent 
along ahead of you a Book of directions 
to tell you how to live successfully. If 
you ignore these directions, thinking you 
can run your own, life, you will make 
a serious mistake.”—From the Teacher. 
Sent by Mrs. C. D. Rhymes, Monticello, 
Miss. 


The Mohammedan’s Test.—That the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works (2 Tim. 
3:17). A Mohammedan trader, it is said, 
who could not read a word of English, 
nevertheless kept an English Bible be- 
side him at all times. “When I meet a 
trader who is unknown to me,” he ex- 
plained, “I put the Bible into his way 
and watch him. If he opens it and reads, 
I know I can trust him. If he throws 
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it aside with a sneer or a curse, I will 
have nothing to do with him.”—From 
Bulletin of Officers’ Christian Union. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


The Power of the Word.—For the word 
of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged sword, ... 
and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart (Heb. 4:12). 

His Word is like fire consuming; 

His Word is a hammer to break; 

His Word is a sword with two edges; 

His Word like a lamp you can take; 

His Word is against the false prophets; 

His Word is opposed to all sin; 

His Word will endure forever; 

His Word will the victory win; 

His Word is both written and living: 

His Word will outlive sword and pen; 

His Word is His eternal edict; 

His Word—it is Yea and Amen. 
—From H. H. Savage, in Christian Di- 
gest. Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, 
Calif. 


It Is Not in the Book.—Prophecy came 
not in old time by the will of man 
(2 Pet. 1:21). The New Zealanders’ an- 
swer to the Romish priests, when they 
first went among them, was an answer 
never to be forgotten. They heard these 
priests urged upon them the worship of 
the Virgin Mary. They heard them rec- 
ommend prayers to dead saints, the use 
of images, the Mass, and the confes- 
sional. They heard them speak of the 
authority of the Church of Rome, the 
supremacy of the Pope, the antiquity of 
the Romish Communion. They knew 
the Bible, and heard all this calmly, and 
gave one simple but memorable answer: 
“It cannot be true because it is not in 
the Book.” All the learning in the world 
could never have supplied a better an- 
swer than that.—From “Knots Untied,” 
by J. C. Ryle. Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1068) 


1. Because apart from ‘the Bible we 
have no secure basis for the entire struc- 
ture of Christian doctrine. 


2. Because reason cannot compass the 
infinite. It may support our intuitive 
beliefs, but it cannot tell us the nature 
and purposes of God. 

3. A secondary authority is something 
set up to supplement the Bible, as the 
traditions of the Roman Church. In 
matters where the two “authorities” dif- 
fer, the secondary authority becomes pri- 
mary. 

4. Luke (1:4), and John (20:31). 


5. By open-mindedness within the 
bounds of Scripture (Acts 17:11). 

6. To evangelize’ (John 20:30), to com- 
fort (Rom. 15:4), and to perfect (2 Tim. 
3: 17). 


7. By becoming the critic’s (and every 
man’s) critic (Heb. 4:12. The word for 
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“discerner” also means “critic,” or 


“judge”). 


8. He was brought up on the Scrip- 
tures (2 Tim, 3;14, 15). 


9. Very little. It is mostly contained 
in the two phrases, “God-breathed” (2 
Tim. 3:16) and “borne along by the Holy 
Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:21). 


10. Not to our interpretation of the 
Scriptures, but to the prophets’ declara- 
tions. See exposition of this Scripture 
in “The Lesson as a Whole,” under “Verse 
by Verse.” 

E_muurst, ILL. 
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Life in Mummy Wheat Denied 
(Continued from page 1065) 


various conditions for germination pro- 
vided. Examination of the _ internal 
structure of such mummy grains has 
shown the embryo to be dark brown 
and greatly shriveled, with little of its 
structure visible. 

Several explanations have been of- 
fered for the frequent and popular be- 
lief in the germination of grains from 
Egyptian tombs. Recently harvested 
wheat has been packed into ancient cof- 
fins and sent to England. When such 
grains were tested for germination, of 
course they gave positive results. Some 
Egyptian businessmen have substituted 
fresh wheat for genuinely ancient grains 
and have sold such wheat to tourists 
who upon return to their homes, plant 
and grow in their gardens “genuine 
mummy wheat from Egypt.” Agtually, 
cereals seem to be ill-adapted to a long 
period of seed dormancy, so ill-adapted, 
in fact, that the germination of 25-year- 
old wheat has been called excep- 
tional, although in one case wheat 
stored for 32 years under dry con- 
ditions showed 69 per cent germina- 
tion.—John W. Thieret, in Chicago Natu- 
ral History Bulletin. 


A Chart To Use 
in Studying Revelation 


F YOU are using Mr. Edgar Ainslie’s 

new book, “The Dawn of the Scar- 
let Age,” in studying the Book of 
Revelation in your Bible class or for 
your own personal study you will find 
most helpful a chart depicting the vari- 
ous dispensations in “The Course of 
Time from Eternity to Eternity,” pre- 
pared by A. E. Booth. 

It is in color, on good paper, measur- 
ing 33x13 inches, and is accompanied 
by a 34-page “key” by the same author. 

Both the chart and key may be had 
for $1, postpaid, per set. Why not send 
for copies also for all the members of 
your class or for individuals to whom 
you have given the book? Just ask for 


the “Course of Time Chart,” and address 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 
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Binders for 
The Sunday School Times 


HAT reader has not had the ex- 
perience of hunting among maga- 
zines and papers for a particular issue 
of THe Sunpay ScuHoo. Times in which 
was an article that just fitted an im- 
mediate need, only to locate practically 
every: other issue than the one desired? 
Would it not be a help and time saver 
to have an attractive binder for the 
year into which each issue ‘could be 
quickly placed and kept as soon as it 
arrives and before it could be mislaid? 
Such sturdy binders are available for 
only $1.35 each. postpaid. They are of 
heavy cardboard, with the name of the 
paper stamped in gold on the front cover. 
Each holds a year’s issues, and is ‘so 
designed that issues can be inserted or 
removed quickly and easily. 

Orders for as many as you wish may 
be sent to’ The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadel- 
phia 5. 
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How Old Is Premillennialism? 
(Continued from second page) 


tions on the premillennial and postmil- 
lennial views just as the reader has 
given them. 

On the cover of the first volume is an 
inscription, embossed in gold, reading as 
follows: “Presented to Rev. H. Clay 
Trumbull by his Sunday School friends 
in Connecticut as an expression of their 
affectionate regard on the occasion of his 
removal from the state. New Haven, 
July 28, 1875.” That was the year in 
which Dr. Trumbull, at the invitation of 
John Wanamaker, became Editor of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Trmes. He had been a 
chaplain with the Northern Army in 
the Civil War, and later served as a 
missionary of the American Sunday- 
School Union, which founded Tue Sun- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMEs in 1859. (A reprint of 
Lange’s Commentary has recently been 
issued by the Zondervan Publishing 
House, 1415 ‘Lake Drive, S.E., Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich.) 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 2 


1,.Why the Commandments? 
(Gal. 3:15-24) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

E are to begin the new year with a 
series of four topics on the Com- 
mandments. They are to include, as we 
shall find, not only the Ten Command- 
ments given by Moses, but also the two 
great commandments given by the Lord 
Jesus and which really include the whole 
of the Ten. This week, however, we are 
to consider the purpose of the Command- 
ments—what they are, what they do for 
man, and what they cannot do. 
ve 
Let us understand, first of all, that 
God’s Word describes the Law, or the 
Commandments, as “perfect” (Psa. 19:7) 
“holy,” “just,” “good,” and “spiritual” 
(Rom. 7:12-14). It expresses the right- 
eous will of God. We may liken it to a 
standard, or a measuring stick, which 
man may hold up to himself to determine 
how far short he comes of God's perfect 
will for his life. 
Se 
In this sense the Commandments are 
used in the Scriptures “as instruction in 
righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). However, 
it is not difficult to see that a yardstick 
has no power to increase the length of a 
short piece of cloth. Neither has a ther- 
mometer any ability to raise the tem- 
perature. Just so, the Commandments 
have no power to keep an individual or 
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a nation from sin. They can only bring 
a knowledge of sin (Rom. 3:28; Gal. 2: 
16). Neither can the Commandments 
undertake for any individual who has 
broken them. They cannot justify or 
make righteous any individual (Rom. 
3:20; Gal. 2:16) nor can they remove the 
curse that hangs over every individual 
who has broken the Law even in the 
smallest detail. 
se 
Therefore, valuable as the Command- 
ments are in revealing to us God’s per- 
leaf as well as 35 other 
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fect standard for man, something more 
is necessary if men are to keep the 
Commandments and if they are to be 
forgiven and, justified in the sight of God 
after having broken any of the Com- 
mandments. Hence we find in the Scrip- 
ture portion chosen for this week’s topic 
the statement that the Law “was our 
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that 
we might be justified by faith” (v. 24). 
The word “schoolmaster” is a_ trans- 
lation of a Greek word the root of which 
gives us our word “pedagogue.” The 
Greeks and Romans often used trusted 
slaves to educate and tutor their sons 
until they came of age and it is this 
thought that is behind the word trans- 
lated in our King James’ Bible as “school- 
master.” The Law is our schoolmaster 
in the sense that it tells us what is right 
and what is wrong and what the penalty 
will be for disobedience, and this knowl- 
edge is intended to drive us, or bring 
us, to Christ in the realization that we 
are utterly unable of ourselves to obey 
the Law and to live acceptably to God. 


God has provided in the Lord Jesus 
Christ the way in which we may, first 
of all be forgiven for our offenses against 
the Law and be justified in God’s sight, 
and then that we may be enabled to keep 
the Law. The Lord Jesus took upon 
Himself the punishment that should 
rightly have fallen upon us because we 
have broken God’s perfect Law. The 
guilt that was ours He has borne on the 
Cross that we might go free from the 
penalty of the Law, and God looks upon 
what He did there as applied to our 
account so that instead of our guilt God 
sees righteousness, the righteousness of 
the Lord Jesus who perfectly kept God’s 
Law at every point. Then, by giving us 
a new fiature and by living in our hearts, 
the Lord Jesus gives us the desire to be 
obedient, makes it possible for us, mo- 
ment by moment, to live in a manner 
that is pleasing to God. He does not fix 
us up, so that we can never sin, but He 
makes it unnecessary for us to sin. And 
when we do sin, He is our advocate, 
pleading the propitiation that He made 
once and for all on Calvary in our 
behalf, so that we may be forgiven, 
cleansed, and restored to fellowship with 
God the Father (1 John 1:9 to 2:2). 


You may hear it said sometimes that 
the Christian is not under law but 
under grace, and therefore that the 
Commandments are not for him. This 
is only a partial truth. The Christian 
is indeed under grace. It is only by God’s 
grace that we can be saved or kept from 
sinning. Only the finished work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross saves us 
and only His indwelling power in our 
lives can keep us from sin. If we are 
depending on theekeeping of the Com- 
mandments to save us or to keep us, 








then we are of all men most misérable 
because each of us knows from inside 
experience that we cannot of ourselves 
perfectly keep God’s Law and never have 
been able to do so. But, on the other 
hand, the Commandments have their 
place and should not be discarded or 
belittled by the Christian. 
us God’s perfect standard and what the 
Lord Jesus Christ did for us in perfectly 
keéping God’s Law and delivering us 
from its curse, and they have and should 
have a restraining influence on any be- 
liever who will study them and apply 
them as God’s measuring stick in his 
own life. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the Intefnational 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 27 to January 2 


Mon.—John 20:30, 31. 
The Bible Tells. of Jesus. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “These are writ- 
ten that ye might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his 
name.” Christ is the central theme of 
the Bible. His person and work are set 
forth in various ways in the Law, the 
Prophets, and in the Psalms. The books 
of the New Testament all point to Him 
as God, manifest in flesh for our sal- 
vation. The main motive in all these 
testimonies is that we might believe in 
Him and have eternal life through His 
name. To what advantage to you, 
reader, is the advent, and redeeming 
work of Christ? Pray for needful in- 
crease of prayer for all evangelical mis- 
sionaries. 


Tues.—Acts 8:26-38. 
The Scriptures Reveal the Way. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “Then Philip 
opened his mouth, and began at the same 
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.” 
All hope of salvation rests upon the 
Scriptures. Trust finds only solid ground 
in a “Thus saith the Lord.” Only 
the Scriptures reveal the Saviour of 
the world and the way of salvation. 
They testify of Him and reveal to 
us, as they did to the Ethiopian un- 
der the ministry of Philip the Evange- 
list, the way of life. Pray for the Chris- 
tians in Formosa. 


Wed.—Acts 17:10-12. 
Daily Search Profitable. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “They received 
the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so.” If you 
are a child of God, then live daily in 
the Scriptures. One reason for the bar- 
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renness of many Christian lives is that 
they do not read and meditate on the 
Word day and night. Only those who 
do this are “like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his 
fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not 
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper” (Psa. 1:3). Pray for a great 
revival of Bible reading by Christian 
people. 


Thurs.—Romans 15:1-6. 
Written for Our Learning. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: .“For whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the scriptures 
might have hope.” Live in God’s Book 
and His Book will live in you. You 
cannot have holy thoughts unless you 
feed on the holy Word. Someone has 
said that “about.all the average Chris- 
tian gets of the Bible each week is what 
is read at Sunday services.” Put Bible 
reading first, and other things will take 
their relative place. Pray that Bible- 
neglecting Christians may realize their 
folly and danger, and repent. 


Fri.—2 Timothy 3:14-17. 
The Word Came From God. 
Prayer SuccEstions: “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness: 
that the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good 
works.” The Author of the Word is glo- 
rified by His divine revelation to man. 
It reveals His character, sets forth His 
designs, and declares His purposes and 
program. All who live in it and go by 
it will be truly blessed. Pray for more 
Bible reading in Christian homes. 


Sat.—2 Peter 1:16-21. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIoNs: “Holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.” As the Spirit of the Father 
spoke always through the lips of Christ, 
so the same Spirit spoke in times past 
through Moses and the prophets and the 
apostles. The lips were human but the 
words divine. The revelator was God 
the Spirit: and the mind, lips, and hand 
of the witness were under His control. 
The words and their effects prove, their 
inspiration is divine. Pray for more zeal 
in disseminating the Holy Scriptures. 


Sun.—Psalm 119:89-96. 
The Everlasting Word. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “For ever, O 
Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.” 
Spurgeon, asked what he expected to 
do in the world to come, said, “If the 
Lord will let me have His Holy Word 
to preach from, I could preach from 
it forever.” “The word of the Lord 
endureth for ever.” Its predictions 
reach into eternity, and its glories 
therefore shall be eternal. Pray for 
more love for the Word of God. 

























































